Critically Endangered Ecological Communities in Ku-ring-gai

Description

Sydney Turpentine-lronbark Forest (STIF) is a medium to tall open
forest, dominated by tree species including Turpentine (Syncarpia
glomulifera), Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis) and Smooth-barked Apple
(Angophora costata).

In Ku-ring-gai it is found along Mona Vale Road, St. lves, the southern
end of Fox Valley Road and Bicentennial Park. Found along ridgelines
and slopes on shale and shale-enriched sandstone soils. Seeds locked
in this soil are the source of future generations of plants.

Protection and Threats

STIF is protected as a Critically Endangered Ecological Community,
under both the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999. Threats to this community include: clearing along ridgelines,
small-scale residential clearing, nutrient enrichment, weed invasion,
garden escapes, recreational damage and rubbish dumping.
Fragmentation of the forest also creates challenges for regeneration.

Wildlife

This forest provides layers of habitat for wildlife, with mature trees
providing nest hollows for Australia’s largest owl - the Powerful Owl
and also for the Glossy Black-Cockatoo.

What can you do?
There’s lots you can do to help preserve STIF:

e Join a Bushcare group
Keep your pets under control and report any fox sightings to us
Never dump rubbish in bushland - penalties apply
Remove weeds from your garden to stop them spreading
Install a raingarden to manage stormwater
If you live near this forest community you can plant some of the
forest’s native species in your garden to help attract birds,
mammals and butterflies (see list over)

For further information
e Visit the NSW Office of Environment & Heritage website
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Only 0.5% of the original
Sydney Turpentine-Ironbark
Forest remains in Ku-ring-gai
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Species List

Shrubs

Botanical Name

Ground layer - ferns & herbs

Botanical Name

Common Name

Poa affinis

Pterostylis nutans

Nodding
Greenhood

Themeda australis

Kangaroo Grass

Veronica plebeia

Trailing Speedwell

Wahlenbergia
gracilis

Sprawling Bluebell

www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/vegetation
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