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HERITAGE REFERENCE COMMITTEE 
TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 

12:00PM 
LEVEL 3 ANTE ROOM 

 
A G E N D A  

** ** ** ** ** ** 
 

WELCOME BY CHAIRPERSON COUNCILLOR ANDERSON 
 
APOLOGIES 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Minutes of Heritage Reference Committee 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
GB.1 Council Chambers Forecourt Presentation 3 

GB.2 Heritage Anomalies Planning Proposal 10 

GB.3 Curtilage: 57 Finlay Road, Warrawee 11 
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GB.4 Heritage Status - 16 Roseville Avenue, Roseville 29 

GB.5 Consideration of 16 Edenholme Street, West Pymble and 16 Curtin 
Avenue, Wahroonga 69 

GB.6 Killara Bowling and Lawn Tennis Clubs - Proposed Heritage Listing 71 

GB.7 Railway Station Updates - Pymble, Killara, Wahroonga, Roseville 113 

OTHER BUSINESS  
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 COUNCIL CHAMBERS FORECOURT PRESENTATION   

  

BACKGROUND: 

COMMENTS: 
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Attachments: A1 Chambers Forecourt Concept Sketch Plan 2021/267043
 A2 Chambers Level 4 internal layout proposed change 2021/268441 
 A3 Neave and Berry Ku-ring-gai Council Chambers 2021/274015 
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PROPOSED CHANGE 
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 HERITAGE ANOMALIES PLANNING PROPOSAL  

  

BACKGROUND: 

COMMENTS: 
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 CURTILAGE: 57 FINLAY ROAD, WARRAWEE  

  

BACKGROUND: 

COMMENTS: 
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Attachments: A1 51-57 Finlay Road, Warrawee - heritage database research 2020/083257
 A2 Letter from Australian Institute of Architects - KLEP S09563 item 

51 Finlay Warrawee 
2021/274614 

 A3 51 57 Finlay Road Warrawee - Evatt - Rickard House - RAIA AIA 
heritage inventory sheet 

2013/296215 
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SHI database research 

Existing SHI/s: RAIA 2010 2013/296215 

Address: 51-57 Finlay Road, Warrawee. 

Description: Lot C, DP 415439; Lot X, 412570; Lot 8, DP 663529; Lot 2, DP 526913 

Photographs: From DOCOMOMO repository https://docomomoaustralia.com.au/dcmm/rickard-
house-1959-nsw/ 

 

AIA Inventory images: 
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Aerial photographs (1943 and present) – marked is 57 Finlay, site also includes lot 2 to the east. 
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Approx. location of building on site: 
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Subdivision plans – current  
 
DP526913 dated 1967: 
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DP415439 dated 1960:  
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DP663529 dated 1996:  
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DP412570  dated 1959:  
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Description  

Building: The Evatt House (also known as Rickard House I) is sited to maintain adjacent trees and 
views of the surrounding bushland. The house is constructed of stone, timber, concrete and glass 
and planned around a central living room. Wide eave overhangs and surrounding trees provide 
shade in summer. The house displays Rickard's unique skill in designing a procession of liveable 
spaces. The living, dining and kitchen areas are one space, visually divided and modulated by 
timber and stone partition walls which also define cabinets and the fireplace, with each space 
borrowing from the other. The changes in ceiling levels and the clerestory and roof lights add to the 
progression of spatial experience. 

The house is constructed of Hawkesbury sandstone and Pacific maple timber, with tallowwood 
floors in bedrooms. The concrete flooring in living areas is waxed a gold yellow. Roofs are clad in 
Bitumen felt and covered in river gravel. Internal joinery is of Tasmanian blackwood (London et al 
2017) 

Setting: set on sloped, uneven bushland site. Irregular curtilage on multiple titles, total 
4968.90sqm. 

Fence: no fence due to location and topography of lot. 

Other important features (e.g. outbuildings, garden elements): not clear from aerials. 

AIA Statement of Significance: 

“The Evatt House is a seminal work in the ‘organic’ stream of modern architecture in 
Australia. Such architecture has at its core an aesthetic, political and social response to the 
indigenous natural landscape that is now an integral part of contemporary Australia's sense 
of national identity. It is the first house designed by Bruce Rickard for his own family in 
Sydney. Rickard is considered to be one of a handful of architects in the 1960s who 
responded to both modernism and to the Australian landscape. The house has influenced 
subsequent generations of architects and architectural patrons in NSW who look to the 
Australian landscape as an inspiration for architecture, particularly domestic architecture.” 

Modifications (DAs, BAs, CDCs) 

No BAs or DAs in property and rating. 

History 

This property contains the first of several houses designed by architect Bruce Rickard for himself.  
Known as Rickard House I, this dwelling was designed in 1959 and completed in 1960. Rickard 
designed this house after returning to Sydney from an overseas trip involving study at the 
University of Pennsylvania and visiting Frank Wright’s colony at Taliesin East in Wisconsin. 
Rickard was inspired by the works of Wright, and this design is considered to be a fitting 
representation of ‘The Natural House’ espoused in Wright’s work (London et al 2017). 

The house played a significant part in launching the architectural career of Bruce Rickard. It was 
included in an exhibition of ‘Modern Sydney Domestic Architecture’ held in Melbourne's Museum of 
Modern Art; and in 1961 in an exhibition (with other Rickard designed houses) at Farmer's 
Blaxland Gallery in Sydney. 
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The following biographical excerpt from Modern House sheds light in Rickard’s philosophy: 

Bruce Rickard (1929-2010) is often considered part of the Sydney School of architecture, 
however, when once asked, he responded: “It is difficult to know what the Sydney School 
is.” Rickard is not an easy architect to pigeonhole because as well as graduating in 
architecture, he also studied town planning, landscape design and landscape architecture 
(in Britain and the United States), so his approach to design was entirely holistic. 

He was strongly influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright, explaining that “he had principles that 
made sense. His houses were spacious but not particularly big; they were of a democratic 
scale. There was also integrity of materials – wood appeared as wood, brick as brick, stone 
as stone – and I’ve always tried to follow that.” A founding member of the Australian 
Institute of Landscape Architecture, Rickard designed many houses in the Sydney area, 
five of which received Royal Australian Institute of Architects design awards. Sixteen of his 
houses are on the AIA Register of Significant Architecture, including the Allum House. 

In 1966, the second owner, Clive Evatt Jr, engaged Rickard to design substantial alterations and 
additions. Clive Evatt Jr was a prominent defamation lawyer. 

Clive Evatt Jr (referred to as such for clarity) was the son of Clive Railegh Evatt, QC a prominent 
Australian barrister and state government politician. Clive Evatt Jr was also the nephew of Dr H.V. 
Evatt, a former Australian High Court Justice, and the brother of Penelope Seidler, architect and 
wife of prominent architect Harry Seidler who was to become one of Clive Evatt Jr’s clients. His 
other sister Elizabeth Evatt was the first chief judge of the Family Court of Australia. 

Clive Evatt Jr had a long and varied 60-year career representing a vast array of high-profile clients 
including Abe Saffron, underworld figure, Harry Seidler, architect, and Gypsy Fire, a dancer for Bob 
Dylan. His career began with personal injury cases after his admission to the bar in 1956. He had a 
13-year break from the legal world after being charged with professional misconduct in 1968, for 
his involvement in a scheme which charged “extortionate and grossly excessive sums” to clients. 
Apparently, his primary income during this period was from betting. He devoted much of his time 
and money during the period to studying fine arts, acquiring valuable paintings and establishing the 
Hogarth Galleries in 1972. He returned to the bar in 1981, at which point his focus switched to 
defamation cases, and during which time he gained his prominence and notoriety as a formidable 
defamation lawyer. 

Land title History: 

Given the complex nature of this property’s identification (on 4 separate lots and titles), the history 
of the lot which contains the actual building will be explored (lot 8, DP 663529). 

The whole of the subject site land was originally contained in a 60-acre crown grant to George 
Wood in 1831. 

In April 1903, Reginald Edmund Finlay of London England Esq consolidated a landholding 
containing 28 and 26 acres of the aforementioned land. This land represented all of the land to 
either side of Blytheswood Avenue. It would appear that shortly after Finlay’s acquisition, Finlay 
Road was formed to the eastern boundary of his landholding. 

By January 1905, the Mutual Life Association of Australia was exercising their power of sale as 
mortgagee to transfer portions of the property. In November 1913, the NSW Realty Co Limited was 
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transferred more than 27 acres of the land around Finlay Road and Blytheswood Avenue, at their 
southern end. 

In April 1919, Herbert James Bonwick of Turramurra, Draughtsman was transferred 1 acre, 19 ½ 
perches of land between Blytheswood Avenue and Finlay Road. This land was identified as part lot 
8 of Section 2, DP4076.  

In July 1950, an application by transmission transferred the property to Harriet Eleanor Bonwick of 
Turramurra, widow. In October 1950, the land was split in two, with the relevant portion transferred 
to Richard Kenneth Bonwick of Balgowah, Estate Agent. 

In September 1957, Bruce Arthur Lancelot Rickard of Turramurra, architect, acquired the subject 
site (now lot 8, DP 663529). It was a size of 2 roods, and was then identified as part of lot 8, 
section 2, DP4076. Rickard took out a mortgage on the property in July 1960.  

In May 1962, the property was transferred to Clive Andreas Evatt of Wahroonga, Barrister-at-law. 

 

Sources:  

Above linked 2010 AIA Inventory Sheet 

An unfinished experiment in living: Australian Houses 1950-65 by Geoffrey London, Phillip Goad 
and Conrad Hamann (UWA Publishing: 2017). 

State library material relating to the residence (not digitized): 

https://search.sl.nsw.gov.au/permalink/f/1cvjue2/ADLIB110622889  

https://search.sl.nsw.gov.au/permalink/f/1cvjue2/ADLIB110622769  

Certificate of title 6324-209 to Richard Kenneth Bonwick, 1957 
Certificate of title 2928-55 to Herbert James Bonwick, 1919 

High-profile defamation barrister Clive Evatt dies – SMH – Michaela Whitbourn – August 3, 2018: 
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/high-profile-defamation-barrister-clive-evatt-dies-20180803-
p4zvf4.html 

Clive Evatt: King of the Plaintiffs’ Defamation Bar – SMH – August 9, 2018: 
https://www.smh.com.au/national/clive-evatt-king-of-the-plaintiffs-defamation-bar-20180808-
p4zw61.html 

Allum House by Bruce Rickard (biographical excerpt) http://www.modernhouse.co/listings/allum-
house/ 

Further reading on Rickard: 

InDesign Luminary – Bruce Rickard – by Jan Howlin, 2018, originally published in issues #42 of 
InDesign (2010): https://www.indesignlive.com/the-peeps/indesign-luminary-bruce-rickard 
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 HERITAGE STATUS - 16 ROSEVILLE AVENUE, 
ROSEVILLE  

  

BACKGROUND: 

COMMENTS: 

 

Attachments: A1 10 12 and 16 Roseville Ave Roseville - heritage assessment - 
Paul Davies 21 July 2009 - SHI inventory sheet data form

2009/113346

 A2 Roseville Avenue 16 - Roseville - SHI heritage inventory sheet - 
Perumal Murphy Alessi 2006 

2013/232575 
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 CONSIDERATION OF 16 EDENHOLME STREET, WEST 
PYMBLE AND 16 CURTIN AVENUE, WAHROONGA  

  

BACKGROUND: 
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COMMENTS: 
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 KILLARA BOWLING AND LAWN TENNIS CLUBS - 
PROPOSED HERITAGE LISTING  

  

BACKGROUND: 

COMMENTS: 

Attachments: A1 Heritage Assessment - Killara Bowling and Lawn Tennis Club 2021/271781
 A2 Proposed updated Springdale Conservation Area Statement 2021/271782 
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 RAILWAY STATION UPDATES - PYMBLE, KILLARA, 
WAHROONGA, ROSEVILLE  

  

BACKGROUND: 
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COMMENTS: 

Attachments: A1 Pymble Station Upgrade - project update - September 2021 2021/258351
 A2 Roseville Station Upgrade - project update - September 2021 2021/258354 
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