
20251002-HRC-Crs-2025/317500/1 

HERITAGE REFERENCE COMMITTEE 
TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, 2 OCTOBER 2025 AT 12:30 PM 

TEAMS / LEVEL 3 ANTE ROOM 

A G E N D A  
** ** ** ** ** ** 

WELCOME BY CHAIRPERSON 

APOLOGIES 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

NOTING OF MINUTES  

Minutes of Heritage Reference Committee 

File: CY00413/13 
Meeting held 5 June 2025 
GB.1 to GB.3 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

GB.1 Heritage Housekeeping Planning Proposal 3 

File: S14986 

To inform the Heritage Reference Committee of a Heritage Housekeeping Planning 
Proposal which corrects five (5) local heritage listings in the suburbs of Turramurra and 
Wahroonga.  The corrections are wholly administrative in nature. 

Recommendation: 

That the Committee receive and note this report. 
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GB.2 Her-story Project Update 29 
 

File: S13598 
 
To update the Heritage Reference Committee on Ku-ring-gai’s latest online inventories 
uploaded to the State Heritage Inventory. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Heritage Reference Committee receive and note the heritage items with the 
uploaded inventories since the last report. 
 

GB.3 Presentation - Heritage Home Grants before and after outcomes 34 
 

File: FY00674/3 
 
To present a photographic overview of some outcomes from Council’s heritage home 
grants in recent years.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Committee receive and note this report and provide comments. 
 

GB.4 Presentation - Heritage items and density photo survey 37 
 

File: S07987 
 
To present a recent photographic survey of heritage items and density in Ku-ring-gai and 
beyond. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Committee receive and note this report and provide comments. 
 

 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 

** ** ** ** ** ** 
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HERITAGE HOUSEKEEPING PLANNING PROPOSAL 

 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To inform the Heritage Reference Committee of a 
Heritage Housekeeping Planning Proposal which 
corrects five (5) local heritage listings in the suburbs of 
Turramurra and Wahroonga.  The corrections are wholly 
administrative in nature. 

  

BACKGROUND: Council has an ongoing role in maintaining an accurate 
list of the heritage items within its local government 
area (LGA). Information provided by residents, the 
Development and Regulatory Team and record reviews, 
alert council staff to listing inaccuracies.  

The Planning Proposal does not alter the applicable 
zoning or development standards.  The proposed 
amendments are limited to improving the accuracy of 
KLEP 2015 Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage, and 
associated maps. 

The Planning Proposal has been reported to Council and 
a Gateway Determination has been requested from 
DPHI. 

  

COMMENTS: Maintaining accurate heritage information supports the 
legislative framework designed to identify and protect 
heritage items and conservation areas. 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the Committee receive and note this report. 

 



 

Heritage Reference Committee - 2 October 2025 GB.1 / 4 
   
Item GB.1 S14986 

 

20251002-HRC-Crs-2025/317500/4 

    
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To inform the Heritage Reference Committee of a Heritage Housekeeping Planning Proposal which 
corrects five (5) local heritage listings in the suburbs of Turramurra and Wahroonga.  The 
corrections are wholly administrative in nature.  
 
BACKGROUND 
Council has an ongoing role in maintaining an accurate list of the heritage items within its local 
government area (LGA). Information provided by residents, the Development and Regulatory Team 
and record reviews, alert council staff to listing inaccuracies. This report addresses proposed 
amendments to five listings in the suburbs of Turramurra and Wahroonga.  
 
Of the five (5) amendments, four (4) relate to heritage listed sites that have been subdivided and 
modern homes developed with approval. The fifth amendment is required to correct a clerical 
error.  
 
All items under consideration are outside of the TOD and Council’s TOD Alternate Housing 
Precincts.  
 
COMMENTS 
The updates addressed by the planning proposal relate to the following properties: 
 

# Address Suburb Lot Item Name Item 

1 35 Water Street  Wahroonga Lots 1 and 2, DP 375262 Rippon Grange I1002 

2 31 Cleveland Street Wahroonga Lot 153, DP 1060782 Dwelling House I883 

3 33 Cleveland Street Wahroonga Lot 152, DP 1060782 Dwelling House I884 

4 32 Ku-ring-gai Avenue Turramurra Lot B, DP 445910 Dwelling House I149 

5 58 Holmes Street Turramurra Lot 1, DP 229779 Dwelling House I772 
 
The changes proposed include: 
 

• Amend the property description and mapped extent of the heritage item, which has altered 
due to an approved subdivision (No. 1). 

 
• Remove two (2) heritage listings from Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage Part 1, and the 

accompanying maps due to approved subdivisions and subsequent re-development of the 
land (Nos 2 & 3). 

 
• Amend the item name, property description and mapped extent of the heritage item, which 

has altered due to an approved subdivision and re-development of the subject land (No. 4). 
 

• Remove a heritage listing from Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage Part 1, and the 
accompanying maps due to a historic administrative error. (No. 5). 
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The planning proposal which provides further details of the proposed amendments is provided as 
Attachment A1.   
 
INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING 
Theme 3: Places, Spaces and Infrastructure 
 

Community Strategic Plan 
Long Term Objective 

Delivery Program 
Term Achievement 

Operational Plan  
Task 

Ku-ring-gai’s heritage is 
protected, promoted and 
responsibly managed. 

Strategies, plans and 
processes are in place to 
effectively protect and preserve 
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage assets. 

Implement, monitor and review 
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage planning 
controls and Heritage Strategy. 
 
Promote local heritage in 
consultation with key 
stakeholders. 

 
GOVERNANCE MATTERS 
The Heritage Reference Committee includes Councillors, heritage practitioners and community 
members. The Committee provides advice on heritage matters and assists with the promotion, 
understanding and appreciation of heritage. While not a decision-making body, the Committee 
plays an important function in shaping Ku-ring-gai's future. This Committee is also an important 
link in Council's communication strategy with the community. 
 
RISK IMPLICATION STATEMENT 
Consisting of seven members, the Committee provides advice on heritage matters and assists with 
the promotion, understanding and appreciation of heritage. While not a decision-making body, the 
Committee nevertheless plays an important function in shaping Ku-ring-gai's future. This 
Committee is also an important link in Council's communication strategy with the community. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The costs of running the Heritage Reference Committee are covered by the Strategy and 
Environment Department’s budget. 
 
SOCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The aims of the Heritage Reference Committee are to provide advice to Council on heritage 
matters and to provide assistance to Council in promoting an understanding and appreciation of 
heritage, including matters of social heritage significance. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 
A role of the Heritage Reference Committee is to support Council in identifying and managing 
Ku-ring-gai’s Cultural Heritage. 
 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
The Heritage Reference Committee meets on a monthly basis or as required, and notification of 
meetings is provided on Council’s website. 
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INTERNAL CONSULTATION 
The Heritage Reference Committee includes Councillors and heritage practitioners and is 
facilitated by Council staff. Where relevant, consultation with other Departments may occur in 
particular with Council’s heritage advisors in Development & Regulation. 
 
SUMMARY 
This Planning Proposal has been prepared to correct five local heritage listings in Schedule 5 
Environmental Heritage, of the KLEP 2015 and the associated heritage mapping. The proposed 
amendments to the KLEP are wholly administrative in nature.  
 
Maintaining an accurate schedule of environmental heritage in the KLEP 2015 supports the 
legislative framework designed to identify and protect heritage items and conservation areas. 
 
The Planning Proposal aligns with the directions of the Greater Sydney Region Plan and the North 
District Plan as well as Ku-ring-gai Council’s strategic planning documents, such as the CSP, the 
LSPS and the Ku-ring-gai Heritage Strategy. 
 
The Planning Proposal has been reported to Council and a Gateway Determination has been 
requested from DPHI. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Heritage Reference Committee receive and note this report. 
 
 
 
 
 
Philippa Hayes 
Strategic Planner Heritage 

 
 
 
 
Antony Fabbro 
Manager Urban & Heritage Planning 

  
 
 
Attachments: A1 Planning Proposal Heritage Housekeeping  2025/243451 

  
  



ATTACHMENT NO: 1 - PLANNING PROPOSAL HERITAGE 
HOUSEKEEPING 

 ITEM NO: GB.1 
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HER-STORY PROJECT UPDATE 

 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To update the Heritage Reference Committee on Ku-
ring-gai’s latest online inventories uploaded to the State 
Heritage Inventory. 

  

BACKGROUND: Ku-ring-gai Council’s project named ‘her-story’ is 
progressively improving the online heritage inventories 
on the State Heritage Inventory for Ku-ring-gai’s existing 
heritage items and conservation areas. 

Council’s adopted Heritage Strategy set two priority 
actions for updating inventories. This project 
commenced in 2021. The April 2022 report to HRC 
detailed the project process and priorities. Updates and 
sample inventories have been provided to HRC at 
subsequent meetings. 

  

COMMENTS: To improve public access to information about Ku-ring-
gai’s 46 conservation areas and nearly 1,000 heritage 
items, Council is continuing to update its online heritage 
inventories.  

This report updates the committee on inventories 
completed since the last report: 4 further inventories. 
The inventories are available by searching the State 
Heritage Inventory at HMS - Start your search 
(nsw.gov.au). A further 17 items have imminent inventory 
updates, awaiting online publication. 

A total of 233 inventories for all 46 conservation areas 
and some heritage items have now been completed 
online (250 after pending approvals), with 803 remaining 
(786 after pending approvals).  

  

RECOMMENDATION: 
(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That the Heritage Reference Committee receive and note 
the heritage items with the uploaded inventories since 
the last report. 

 
 

https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/SearchHeritageItems?_ga=2.165972984.714120821.1658117920-344545924.1656901875
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/SearchHeritageItems?_ga=2.165972984.714120821.1658117920-344545924.1656901875
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To update the Heritage Reference Committee on Ku-ring-gai’s latest online inventories uploaded 
to the State Heritage Inventory.  
 
BACKGROUND 
Ku-ring-gai Council’s project named ‘her-story’ is progressively improving the online inventories 
on the State Heritage Inventory for Ku-ring-gai’s existing heritage items and conservation areas. 
 
The State Heritage Inventory (SHI) is a NSW government online database established and managed 
by Heritage NSW, with information and updates inputted by NSW councils for locally listed places.  
 
An online inventory is not a mandatory requirement for listed places because it does not form part 
of the statutory listing or mandated planning process. Nevertheless, these online inventories 
become the first source of information about Ku-ring-gai’s heritage places, used by multiple 
stakeholders. These inventories collectively tell the story of Ku-ring-gai’s heritage or ‘her-story’.  
 
As many of Ku-ring-gai’s listings predate the creation of the internet and SHI, most online 
inventories were originally near empty, generally just with an address, photo and general 
statements. Many of these listings originate from a 1980s study where resources were prioritised 
towards item identification rather than completing full inventories. 
 
Before commencing this project, Ku-ring-gai’s inventories and further research was only 
accessible to the public by request to Council and this information was not searchable on the 
online State Heritage Inventory. Completing these online inventories has now become standard 
best practice in NSW under the guidance of Heritage NSW.  
 
Council’s adopted Heritage Strategy set two priority actions for updating inventories. This project 
commenced in 2021. The April 2022 report to HRC detailed the project process and priorities. 
Updates and sample inventories have been provided to HRC at subsequent meetings. 
 
COMMENTS 
To improve public access to information about Ku-ring-gai’s 46 conservation areas and nearly 
1,000 heritage items, Council is continuing to update its online heritage inventories. Heritage items 
with updated online inventories since the last HRC report include: 
 

• 556 Pacific Highway Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 56 Treatts Road Lindfield, HMS - ViewItem 
• 3 Valley Road Lindfield, HMS - ViewItem 
• 89 Pacific Highway Roseville, HMS - ViewItem 

 
The inventories are available by searching the State Heritage Inventory at HMS - Start your search 
(nsw.gov.au). Full inventories are not attached due to size and online availability.  
 
A total of 233 inventories have now been completed online for all 46 conservation areas and some 
heritage items, with 803 remaining item inventories to complete online.  
 

https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage/search-heritage-databases/state-heritage-inventory
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880602
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880677
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880665
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1882473
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/SearchHeritageItems?_ga=2.165972984.714120821.1658117920-344545924.1656901875
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/SearchHeritageItems?_ga=2.165972984.714120821.1658117920-344545924.1656901875
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A further 17 heritage items have imminent inventory updates, awaiting Heritage NSW approval for 
online publication on the State Heritage Inventory (noting the given link will be to the former 
incomplete inventory ahead of approval): 
 

• 42 Moree Street Gordon, HMS - ViewItem 
• 49 Moree Street Gordon, HMS - ViewItem 
• 55 Moree Street Gordon, HMS - ViewItem 
• 3 Powell Street Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 4 Powell Street Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 5 Powell Street Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 7 Powell Street Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 10 Powell Street Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 11 Buckingham Road Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 2 Spencer Road Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 20 Greengate Road Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 23 Greengate Road Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 31 Greengate Road Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 3 Killara Avenue Killara, HMS - ViewItem 
• 31 Beaconsfield Parade Lindfield, HMS - ViewItem 
• 4 Averil Place Lindfield, HMS - ViewItem 
• 33 Shirley Road Roseville, HMS - ViewItem 

 
This project seeks to deliver the widest intended benefit through fewer near-empty inventories, in 
order to assist more stakeholders conserve listed places with better information and reduced 
research costs. The updated inventories provide information about the place including a 
researched history, summary description and significance statement, general management 
recommendations and illustrations. They also include standard content addressing common 
misconceptions about inventories. 
 
It should be noted that these non-statutory inventories are not a comprehensive assessment and 
do not alter the legal listing, as set out in ‘further comments’ added to updated inventories, and 
Council’s webpage at Listing heritage Ku-ring-gai (nsw.gov.au). Changes to the statutory listing or 
further assessment requires a separate planning process and/or report. Owners or their 
consultants can provide more detail or assessment to Council when proposing development or a 
planning proposal. 
 
INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING 
Theme 3: Places, Spaces and Infrastructure 
 

Community Strategic Plan 
Long Term Objective 

Delivery Program 
Term Achievement 

Operational Plan  
Task 

Ku-ring-gai’s heritage is 
protected, promoted and 
responsibly managed. 

Strategies, plans and 
processes are in place to 
effectively protect and preserve 
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage assets. 

Implement, monitor and review 
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage planning 
controls and Heritage Strategy. 
 
Promote local heritage in 
consultation with key 
stakeholders. 

 

https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880428
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1882521
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1882522
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880540
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880539
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1882448
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880512
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880513
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880598
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1882451
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880498
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880497
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880499
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880617
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880581
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1880582
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?itemId=1882599
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Planning-and-development/Heritage/Listing-heritage
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GOVERNANCE MATTERS 
The Heritage Reference Committee includes Councillors, heritage practitioners and community 
members. The Committee provides advice on heritage matters and assists with the promotion, 
understanding and appreciation of heritage. While not a decision-making body, the Committee 
plays an important function in shaping Ku-ring-gai's future. This Committee is also an important 
link in Council's communication strategy with the community. 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT 
Consisting of seven members, the Committee provides advice on heritage matters and assists with 
the promotion, understanding and appreciation of heritage. While not a decision-making body, the 
Committee nevertheless plays an important function in shaping Ku-ring-gai's future. This 
Committee is also an important link in Council's communication strategy with the community. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The costs of running the Heritage Reference Committee are covered by the Strategy and 
Environment Department’s budget. 
 
SOCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The aims of the Heritage Reference Committee are to provide advice to Council on heritage 
matters and to provide assistance to Council in promoting an understanding and appreciation of 
heritage, including matters of social heritage significance. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 
A role of the Heritage Reference Committee is to support Council in identifying and managing 
Ku-ring-gai’s Cultural Heritage. 
 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
The Heritage Reference Committee meets on a monthly basis or as required and notification of 
meetings is provided on Council’s website. 
 
INTERNAL CONSULTATION 
The Heritage Reference Committee includes Councillors and heritage practitioners and is 
facilitated by Council staff. Where relevant, consultation with other Departments may occur in 
particular with Council’s heritage advisors in Development & Regulation. 
 
SUMMARY 
A total of 233 inventories have now been completed online for all 46 conservation areas and some 
heritage items (250 after pending approvals). 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Heritage Reference Committee receive and note the heritage items with updated online 
inventories since the last report. 
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Craige Wyse 
Team Leader Urban Planning 

 
 
Claudine Loffi 
Heritage Specialist Planner 

 
 
 
 
Antony Fabbro 
Manager Urban & Heritage Planning 

 

  
 
  
  



 

Heritage Reference Committee - 2 October 2025 GB.3 / 34 
   
Item GB.3 FY00674/3 

 

20251002-HRC-Crs-2025/317500/34 

 

PRESENTATION - HERITAGE HOME GRANTS BEFORE 
AND AFTER OUTCOMES 

 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To present a photographic overview of some outcomes 
from Council’s heritage home grants in recent years.  

  

BACKGROUND: Council’s adopted Heritage Strategy establishes the 
priority heritage strategy projects and focus. The 
heritage home grants program is a component of this 
strategy. 

  

COMMENTS: As a pictorial review, staff will present a selection of the 
conservation works completed with Council’s heritage 
home grants since 2021.  

  

RECOMMENDATION: 
(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That the Committee receive and note this report and 
provide comments. 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present a photographic overview of some outcomes from Council’s heritage home grants in 
recent years.   
 
BACKGROUND 
Council’s adopted Heritage Strategy establishes the priority heritage strategy projects and focus. 
These include the listing of heritage items and conservation areas, focus on modern heritage, 
community engagement, heritage education and promotion, the heritage home grants program, 
inventory updates and more. Council’s progress on key ongoing projects in line with this strategy is 
summarised in this report. 
 
Ku-ring-gai Council’s heritage home grants program has been operating since 2016.  
 
COMMENTS 
As a pictorial review, staff will present a selection of the conservation works completed with 
Council’s heritage home grants since 2021. These illustrate some of the conservation outcomes 
from the grants program, with the available ‘before’ and ‘after’ photos. Essential structural or 
small-detail works are not pictured because photos do not capture these works. 
 
INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING 
Theme 3: Places, Spaces and Infrastructure 
 

Community Strategic Plan 
Long Term Objective 

Delivery Program 
Term Achievement 

Operational Plan  
Task 

Ku-ring-gai’s heritage is 
protected, promoted and 
responsibly managed. 

Strategies, plans and 
processes are in place to 
effectively protect and preserve 
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage assets. 

Implement, monitor and review 
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage planning 
controls and Heritage Strategy. 
 
Promote local heritage in 
consultation with key 
stakeholders. 

 
GOVERNANCE MATTERS 
The Heritage Reference Committee includes Councillors, heritage practitioners and community 
members. The Committee provides advice on heritage matters and assists with the promotion, 
understanding and appreciation of heritage. While not a decision-making body, the Committee 
plays an important function in shaping Ku-ring-gai's future. This Committee is also an important 
link in Council's communication strategy with the community. 
 
RISK IMPLICATION STATEMENT 
Consisting of seven members, the Committee provides advice on heritage matters and assists with 
the promotion, understanding and appreciation of heritage. While not a decision-making body, the 
Committee nevertheless plays an important function in shaping Ku-ring-gai's future. This 
Committee is also an important link in Council's communication strategy with the community. 
 



 

Heritage Reference Committee - 2 October 2025 GB.3 / 36 
   
Item GB.3 FY00674/3 

 

20251002-HRC-Crs-2025/317500/36 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The costs of running the Heritage Reference Committee are covered by the Strategy and 
Environment Department’s budget. 
 
SOCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The aims of the Heritage Reference Committee are to provide advice to Council on heritage 
matters and to provide assistance to Council in promoting an understanding and appreciation of 
heritage, including matters of social heritage significance. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 
A role of the Heritage Reference Committee is to support Council in identifying and managing 
Ku-ring-gai’s Cultural Heritage. 
 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
The Heritage Reference Committee meets on a monthly basis or as required and notification of 
meetings is provided on Council’s website. 
 
INTERNAL CONSULTATION 
The Heritage Reference Committee includes Councillors and heritage practitioners and is 
facilitated by Council staff. Where relevant, consultation with other Departments may occur, in 
particular, with Council’s heritage advisors in Development & Regulation. 
 
SUMMARY 
Council’s heritage home grants program has delivered some positive conservation outcomes for 
the heritage of Ku-ring-gai and the building owners. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Heritage Reference Committee receive and note this report and provide comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
Claudine Loffi 
Heritage Specialist Planner 

 
 
 
 
Antony Fabbro 
Manager Urban & Heritage Planning 
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PRESENTATION - HERITAGE ITEMS AND DENSITY 
PHOTO SURVEY 

 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To present a recent photographic survey of heritage 
items and density in Ku-ring-gai and beyond. 

  

BACKGROUND: Council’s adopted Heritage Strategy establishes the 
priority heritage strategy projects and focus. Heritage 
education and promotion is a component of this strategy. 

Increasing density around heritage items has been a key 
community concern expressed in response to the NSW 
planning changes and Council’s preferred alternative for 
increased housing supply. There are limited NSW 
guidelines that give examples of this change in relation 
to low-density heritage house and gardens, as most 
commonly found in Ku-ring-gai. 

  

COMMENTS: Staff recently conducted a photographic survey of built 
examples of heritage item houses with higher density 
surrounding development. The illustrations from this 
survey will be presented to the committee for 
information and comment. 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 
(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That the Committee receive and note this report and 
provide comments. 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present a recent photographic survey of heritage items and density in Ku-ring-gai and beyond.  
 
BACKGROUND 
Council’s adopted Heritage Strategy establishes the priority heritage strategy projects and focus. 
These include the listing of heritage items and conservation areas, focus on modern heritage, 
community engagement, heritage education and promotion, the heritage home grants program, 
inventory updates and more. Council’s progress on key ongoing projects in line with this strategy is 
summarised in this report. 
 
With regard to heritage education and promotion, increasing density around heritage items has 
been a key community concern expressed in response to the NSW planning changes and Council’s 
preferred alternative to the Transport Oriented Development (TOD) and Low and Mid Rise housing 
policies.  
 
COMMENTS 
The NSW Government has indicated that heritage items and increased density for apartments can 
co-exist, as resolved through the development application and assessment stage. There are 
limited NSW guidelines that give examples of this change in relation to low-density heritage house 
and gardens, as most commonly found in Ku-ring-gai. The examples provided in the NSW TOD 
guideline include converted industrial buildings from the inner city. 
 
Staff recently conducted a photographic survey of built examples of heritage item houses with 
higher density surrounding development within Ku-ring-gai and beyond. The illustrations from this 
survey will be presented to the committee for information and comment.  
 
Some of these illustrations may be suitable for education on this issue, such as through a web 
page photo gallery. These show a variety of examples of heritage item houses with surrounding 
apartments in different forms, from different times, planning and approval frameworks. All have 
retained the heritage building and heritage listing.  
 
The pictured examples are not endorsed or proposed for Ku-ring-gai’s future controls or 
development, which are yet to be developed and approved. These development examples instead 
present a picture of how heritage listed houses have been incorporated into density increases in 
the past. It should be noted that each development is assessed on merit under the planning 
controls that apply at the time and is not a predictor of what may be approved elsewhere. 
 
Ku-ring-gai local plans – the LEP and DCP - contain measures to protect heritage items and their 
setting through the development assessment process and permit sympathetic adaptive reuse. 
Council is currently preparing additional development guidelines for high density development 
around heritage houses for inclusion in the DCP to support Council’s adopted TOD alternative 
plans. 
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING 
Theme 3: Places, Spaces and Infrastructure 
 

Community Strategic Plan 
Long Term Objective 

Delivery Program 
Term Achievement 

Operational Plan  
Task 

Ku-ring-gai’s heritage is 
protected, promoted and 
responsibly managed. 

Strategies, plans and 
processes are in place to 
effectively protect and preserve 
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage assets. 

Implement, monitor and review 
Ku-ring-gai’s heritage planning 
controls and Heritage Strategy. 
 
Promote local heritage in 
consultation with key 
stakeholders. 

 
GOVERNANCE MATTERS 
The Heritage Reference Committee includes Councillors, heritage practitioners and community 
members. The Committee provides advice on heritage matters and assists with the promotion, 
understanding and appreciation of heritage. While not a decision-making body, the Committee 
plays an important function in shaping Ku-ring-gai's future. This Committee is also an important 
link in Council's communication strategy with the community. 
 
RISK IMPLICATION STATEMENT 
Consisting of seven members, the Committee provides advice on heritage matters and assists with 
the promotion, understanding and appreciation of heritage. While not a decision-making body, the 
Committee nevertheless plays an important function in shaping Ku-ring-gai's future. This 
Committee is also an important link in Council's communication strategy with the community. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The costs of running the Heritage Reference Committee are covered by the Strategy and 
Environment Department’s budget. 
 
SOCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The aims of the Heritage Reference Committee are to provide advice to Council on heritage 
matters and to provide assistance to Council in promoting an understanding and appreciation of 
heritage, including matters of social heritage significance. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 
A role of the Heritage Reference Committee is to support Council in identifying and managing 
Ku-ring-gai’s Cultural Heritage. 
 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
The Heritage Reference Committee meets on a monthly basis or as required and notification of 
meetings is provided on Council’s website. 
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INTERNAL CONSULTATION 
The Heritage Reference Committee includes Councillors and heritage practitioners and is 
facilitated by Council staff. Where relevant, consultation with other Departments may occur in 
particular with Council’s heritage advisors in Development & Regulation. 
 
SUMMARY 
Staff surveyed built examples of heritage item houses with higher density surrounding 
development, for comment and possible future educational material. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Heritage Reference Committee receive and note this report and provide comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
Claudine Loffi 
Heritage Specialist Planner 

 
 
 
 
Antony Fabbro 
Manager Urban & Heritage Planning 
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