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HERITAGE REFERENCE COMMITTEE 
TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, 22 JUNE 2023 AT 12:00 PM 

ZOOM / LEVEL 3 ANTE ROOM 
 

A G E N D A  
** ** ** ** ** ** 

 
 
 
WELCOME BY CHAIRPERSON COUNCILLOR WHEATLEY 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 
NOTING OF MINUTES  
 
Minutes of Heritage Reference Committee 
 
File: CY00413/11 
Meeting held 27 April 2023 
GB.1 to GB.3. 
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
GB.1 Heritage Home Grants 2023/2024 2 
 

File: FY00674 
 

GB.2 Street name review - Narelle Avenue 3 
 

File: S03211 
 

 
OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 

** ** ** ** ** ** 
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 HERITAGE HOME GRANTS 2023/2024  

  
 
 

  

BACKGROUND: The 2023/2024 heritage home grant applications closed 
on 19 May 2023, after a two month application period. 
Council’s heritage specialist has inspected the sites and 
reviewed all applications. A summary of the applications 
will be provided ahead of and at the meeting.  

  

COMMENTS: HRC are asked to make recommendations in relation to 
the distribution of funding for grant applications for the 
following sites: 

• 22 Highlands Avenue, Gordon  
• 38 McIntosh Street, Gordon  
• 37 Fiddens Wharf Road, Killara  
• 3 Frances Street, Lindfield 
• 12 Lightcliff Avenue, Lindfield  
• 56 Middle Harbour Road, Lindfield 
• 17 Bobbin Head Road, Pymble  
• 24 King Edward Street, Pymble  
• 52 Telegraph Road, Pymble  
• 40 Telegraph Road, Pymble  
• 27 Belgium Avenue, Roseville  
• 48 Earl Street, Roseville  
• 28 Lord Street, Roseville  
• 29 Richmond Avenue, St Ives  
• 1 Field Place, Wahroonga  
• 11 Young Street, Warrawee  

 
More details on the grant applications will be shared in a 
separate summary presentation. 

  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Heritage Reference Committee recommend the distribution of heritage home grant 
funding for 2023/2024 to Council, and any associated conditions. 
 
 
 
Claudine Loffi 
Heritage Specialist Planner 

 
 
Antony Fabbro 
Manager Urban & Heritage Planning 
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 STREET NAME REVIEW - NARELLE AVENUE  

  
 
 

  

BACKGROUND: In April 2020, Council resolved to seek independent 
advice on the accuracy of the spelling of Narelle Avenue, 
and that a report be brought back to Council.  

It is believed that the early house at No. 3-5 and street 
are named after Sister Florence “Narrelle” Hobbes, a 
relative of the then owner of No. 3-5 who died in service 
during World War I. The house name is currently spelled 
with a double ‘r’, as shown on a plaque at the property. 
However, the street name is spelled with a single ‘r’.  

Primary historic records refer to Sister Hobbes with both 
spellings, leading to some ambiguity about which is 
correct. These records also suggest both spellings may 
have been used in her lifetime including her period of 
war service. As this was her chosen rather than birth or 
christened name, confirmation of correct spelling is not 
available from definitive birth records. Various parties 
have since expressed opposing views about the correct 
spelling of her name and the street, with reference to 
different records or accounts. More recent 
commemorative records tend to favour use of double ‘r’. 

  

COMMENTS: Either spelling can be considered associated with Sister 
Hobbes, as both were used to identify the Sister in 
historic records. The spelling of the name for the person, 
house and street do not need to match because they 
each have their own history, even with a common origin.  

Where there is no definitive record for spelling a 
person’s chosen first name, it is reasonable for 
commemorative records about the life of this person to 
follow the preferences of the relatives at the time, which 
may have changed over time. However, the name of a 
street used primarily for place identification should be 
based on historic evidence and the NSW naming policy.  

Council’s further research is at Attachment A1 and the 
NSW naming policy is at Attachment A2. Based on this 
review, it is recommended that the street name spelling 
remain unchanged with a single ‘r’. It is appropriate for 
the house name at No. 3-5 to match the spelling of the 
current name plaque with a double ‘r’. This 
commemorates its more direct association to Sister 
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Hobbes, using the owner or relative’s preferred spelling. 
This spelling is used in the heritage item name for the 
house in Ku-ring-gai’s local environmental plan. 

For the street name spelling, the available historic 
records have used a single ‘r’ from its origin, including 
the 1921 estate subdivision, and for its subsequent 
history of 100+ years (‘Marelle’ in part). While the intent 
of the street name may have been to commemorate 
Sister Hobbes, this has not been confirmed by historic 
evidence of Council’s approval or intent in order to justify 
proposing a street name change and the resulting 
impacts of this change. Records show Council refused 
the first proposed street name and originally gazetted 
the street name as ‘Marelle’ in 1920. Differing accounts 
of the street name’s origin also exist, from an Aboriginal 
word or person; also unverified by primary records.  

Historical intent or accuracy is not the only consideration 
for naming streets. The Geographical Names Board 
(GNB) policy discourages restoring names in long 
established local usage to the original, other than for 
safety or public interest reasons. This is to minimise 
address or location confusion, especially for electronic 
navigation services. A change to the street name affects 
multiple current residents and records, and the historic 
continuity for identifying this street. This street name 
with either spelling does not follow the current GNB 
policy for commemorative names, as it discourages use 
of given names and requires the commemorated person 
to have made a significant contribution to the area. 

Based on available records, the existing street name 
spelling is the original after a short period as Marelle, in 
long established local usage, with no evidence to verify 
commemorative or other intent. There is no safety or 
broader public interest reason to justify a change. 

  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Committee receive and note this report and recommend Council maintain the existing 
spelling for Narelle Avenue and the existing heritage item name spelling for the house at No. 3-5 
Narelle Avenue. 
 
 
 
 
 
Claudine Loffi 
Heritage Specialist Planner 

 
 
 
 
Antony Fabbro 
Manager Urban & Heritage Planning 
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Attachments: A1 Naming history of Narelle Avenue 2023 by Kirrily Sullivan, 

Historian 
 2023/163448 

 A2 Geographical Names Board policy  2023/163633 
  
 



ATTACHMENT NO: 1 - NAMING HISTORY OF NARELLE AVENUE 
2023 BY KIRRILY SULLIVAN, HISTORIAN 

 ITEM NO: GB.2 
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