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HERITAGE REFERENCE COMMITTEE 
TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, 27 APRIL 2023 AT 12:00 PM 

LEVEL 3 ANTE ROOM / ZOOM 
 

A G E N D A  
** ** ** ** ** ** 

 
WELCOME BY CHAIRPERSON COUNCILLOR WHEATLEY 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 
NOTING OF MINUTES 
 
Minutes of Heritage Reference Committee 
 
File: CY00413/11 
Meeting held 16 February 2023 
GB.1 to GB.3 and C.1 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
GB.1 Community issue: Mimicry in development 2 
 

File: CY00413/11 
 
 

GB.2 Updates on heritage assessments and listings in progress 13 
 

File: CY00413/11 
 
 

GB.3 Completed heritage home grants presentation 15 
 

File: S11080 
 

 
OTHER BUSINESS  

** ** ** ** ** ** 
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 COMMUNITY ISSUE: MIMICRY IN DEVELOPMENT  

  
 
 

  

BACKGROUND: A community concern about mimicry in new 
development has been raised. The circumstance has 
been raised about a non-historic building mimicking a 
neighbouring historic building in a conservation area. 
This matter is referred to Heritage Reference Committee 
to discuss development controls for development in 
conservation areas and in the vicinity. 

  

 Members are invited to discuss whether updates to the 
development control plan (DCP) are warranted to 
prevent mimicry. The relevant extracts of the DCP are 
attached with key provisions highlighted. 

The DCP already contains aims to prevent mimicry, 
permit contemporary design and materials, as well as 
recommendations for new development to have regard 
for or reflect historic patterns. These controls need to 
guide different types of development for a variety of sites 
and circumstances. This includes the reverse issue to 
mimicry, where obtrusive new built form does not 
respect nearby historic building and streetscape 
patterns. Further controls to prevent mimicry could 
encourage this outcome that arguably has a greater 
negative impact. Mimicry or matching details is also 
appropriate in some circumstances, such as for 
repairing a historic building. 

The Burra Charter principle is that “New work should be 
readily identifiable as such but must respect and have 
minimal impact on the cultural significance of the 
place”. Historical legibility of the different construction 
periods is important. This can often be achieved in the 
small design details that are likely too fine grain for 
development controls. This Burra Charter principle can 
also cause confusion. Some interpretations, to justify 
extreme differentiation, can degrade historic areas.  

Council’s development controls seek to balance the 
needs for differentiation of new work, as well as respect 
for the old. Each development proposal is then assessed 
by Council’s heritage specialists to review the details 
and determine the appropriate level of regard for 
historic features in the individual site circumstances. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Heritage Reference Committee receive and note this report and provide any comments on 
development controls for mimicry in conservation areas and in the vicinity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Claudine Loffi 
Heritage Specialist Planner 

 
 
 
 
Antony Fabbro 
Manager Urban & Heritage Planning 

  
 
 
 
 
Attachments: A1 Heritage Development Control Plan extracts  2023/111460 

  
 



ATTACHMENT NO: 1 - HERITAGE DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 
PLAN EXTRACTS 

 ITEM NO: GB.1 
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 UPDATES ON HERITAGE ASSESSMENTS AND 
LISTINGS IN PROGRESS  

  
 
 

  

BACKGROUND: This report is for the information of the committee 
members on strategic heritage projects underway for noting 
or comment:  

1. St Ives Showground Precinct Conservation Management 
Plan;  

2. Modern heritage study; 

3. Pymble Town Hall (former Church and Presbytery) 
Conservation Management Plan;  

4. IHO heritage assessment pending; and 

5. Exhibited listings: 64 St Johns Avenue, Gordon; 
64 Rosebery Road, Killara; 10 Park Crescent, Pymble. 

  

COMMENTS: The main listing assessments underway include: 

1. St Ives Showground Precinct – Council commissioned 
PTW Architects and subconsultants to prepare a 
Conservation Management Plan (CMP) to understand 
the heritage significance of this precinct, recommend 
appropriate listing and guide changes. The consultant 
team is progressing the first draft and has outlined 
some initial findings to Council staff, who will provide 
feedback to the consultants. 

2. Modern heritage study – Council commissioned 
Robertson & Hindmarsh to complete the first stage of 
this study to investigate the significant post-war 
architecture in our Council area worthy of listing; a 
prioritised project in Council’s Heritage Strategy. The 
study is being completed in stages by location. The first 
stage is for Wahroonga and Turramurra with a shortlist 
expected of approximately 15 sites. 

3. Town Hall site at 1186-1188 Pacific Highway, Pymble – 
Council is preparing the brief to commission a CMP for 
this former church and presbytery to guide its future 
conservation and development. 

4. IHO assessment – Council’s request for the Minister for 
Heritage to make an interim heritage order (IHO) for a 
potential heritage item, submitted in March 2023, is 
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under consideration by The Hon Penny Sharpe, MLC. 
HRC previously recommended this request based on 
Council’s preliminary heritage assessment. If an IHO is 
made, Council will notify the owners and commission a 
full heritage assessment of the place. The address is 
omitted here as a confidential matter until determined 
by the Minister. 

5. Exhibited listings – For three sites following interim 
heritage orders and subsequent heritage assessment, 
Council is in the final stages for completing these 
heritage listings. The sites are at 64 St Johns Avenue, 
Gordon; 64 Rosebery Road, Killara; 10 Park Crescent, 
Pymble. For these listings, the public has been 
consulted, community submissions considered and the 
listings approved by Council following public exhibition. 

  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Committee receive, note and provide comments on these updates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Claudine Loffi 
Heritage Specialist Planner 

 

  
 
 
  
 



 

Heritage Reference Committee - 27 April 2023 GB.3 / 15 
   
Item GB.3 S11080 

 

20230427-HRC-Crs-2023/135520/15 

 
 

 COMPLETED HERITAGE HOME GRANTS 
PRESENTATION  

  
 
 

  

BACKGROUND: A presentation of ‘before and after’ illustrations of 
completed conservation works, partly funded by the 
grants program, was previously referred to the 
Committee. The Committee comments were taken into 
account in the attached update. 

  

COMMENTS: The ‘before and after’ presentation has been updated 
with four further completed grants from the 2022 
program, and some other edits.  

The presentation includes completed projects over the 
past few years which can be appreciated visually using 
the available records, plus some information on the 
grant process. The intent is to celebrate and inspire 
positive conservation works for heritage buildings in Ku-
ring-gai. It is also to assist the community to consider 
future grant applications.  

Full addresses are omitted for the privacy of the owners. 
  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Committee receive, note and comment on the presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
Claudine Loffi 
Heritage Specialist Planner 

 
 
 
 
Antony Fabbro 
Manager Urban & Heritage Planning 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: A1 Heritage Home Grants before and after presentation April 2023 

update 
 2023/127057 
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