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ENVIRONMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
TO BE HELD ON MONDAY, 11 AUGUST 2025 AT 6:30 PM 

TEAMS / LEVEL 3 ANTE ROOM 
 

A G E N D A  
** ** ** ** ** ** 

 
 
 

APOLOGIES 
 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
 

Minutes of Environment Advisory Committee 
 
File: S14696 
Meeting held 23 June 2025 
Minutes numbered –Minutes not uploaded. Enter starting minute number here–  to 
–Enter ending minute number here–  
 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
GB.1 Overview of Council's regulation of trees on private property 4 
 

File: S14696 
 
To provide the Committee with an overview of Council’s regulation of trees on private 
property.  
 

Recommendation: 
 
That the Committee notes the information provided.  
 

GB.2 Information on the Code of Conduct 7 
 

File: S14696 
 
To provide newly appointed members of the Environment Advisory Committee with 
information on their duties under Council’s Code of Conduct.  
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Recommendation: 
 
That the Committee notes the information provided. 
 

GB.3 Familiarisation with the Terms of  Reference including meeting 
procedures 57 

 
File: S14696 
 
To provide newly appointed members of the Environment Advisory Committee with 
information on the Committee’s Terms of Reference. 
 

Recommendation: 
 
That the Committee notes the information provided.  
 

GB.4 Overview of the Green Grid Strategy 106 
 

File: S14696 
 
To provide the Committee with an overview of the Green Grid Strategy and discuss 
opportunities for the Committee to contribute to the development of the Implementation 
Plan.  
 

Recommendation: 
 
That the Committee notes the information provided.  
 

GB.5 Aligning National Emissions Targets & Policy with the Paris 
Agreement - Letter to the Australian Government 112 

 
File: S13127 
 
To recommend Council write to the Australia’s Climate Change Minister, Environment 
Minister and Prime Minister urging for updated national targets and policy that firmly align 
with the Paris Agreement’s emissions reduction objectives. 
 

Recommendation: 
 
That Council write to Australia’s Climate Change Minister, Environment Minister and Prime 
minister urging the adoption of science based and credible national emissions targets and 
policy that are firmly aligned with the objectives of the Paris Agreement. 
 

GB.6 Overview of Council's environmental volunteering programs 119 
 

File: S14696 
 
To provide the Committee with an overview of Council’s environmental volunteering 
programs. 
 

Recommendation: 
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That the Committee notes the information provided.  
 

GB.7 Determination of priority items for the current term of the Committee 123 
 

File: S14696 
 
To provide the Committee with the opportunity to discuss and determine priority items to 
be progressed or dealt with during the current term of the Committee.  
 

Recommendation: 
 
That the Committee notes the information provided.  
 

 
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 

** ** ** ** ** ** 
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OVERVIEW OF COUNCIL'S REGULATION OF TREES ON 
PRIVATE PROPERTY 

 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To provide the Committee with an overview of Council’s 
regulation of trees on private property.  

  

BACKGROUND: At the June 2025 Environment Advisory Committee 
meeting, the Committee identified management of the 
urban forest as an area of interest. The Committee 
requested staff provide information on how private tree 
removals and replacements are regulated.  

  

COMMENTS: Council regulates tree removal on private land via 
Development Applications (DAs) and tree permits, but 
cannot intervene when removals occur via Complying 
Development.  

DA‑based removals must comply with legislation and 
Council’s DCP, and often include replacement 
requirements. Permit‑based removals depend on 
arboricultural risk assessments and are only approved 
when no lesser mitigation is viable, with replacement 
trees typically matching removed ones . 

Threatened species trigger further assessment and 
offsetting requirements via a Threatened Species 
Licence.  

The main challenges Council faces in reversing the 
decline of canopy on private land are intensifying 
development, enforcement gaps, insurer risk aversion, 
and State laws allowing removal without Council 
oversight.  

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That the Committee notes the information provided.  
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To provide the Committee with an overview of Council’s regulation of trees on private property.   
 

BACKGROUND 

At the June 2025 Environment Advisory Committee meeting, the Committee identified 
management of the urban forest as an area of interest. The Committee requested staff provide 
information on how private tree removals and replacements are regulated. 
 

COMMENTS 

Council has a role in approving the removal of trees on private land through the Development 
Application (DA) and tree permits pathways. Although, tree removals can be approved through 
Complying Development pathways, over which Council has no jurisdiction. In some cases trees 
may be removed from private land without approval where exemptions exist.  

Tree removals proposed within DA’s are assessed in accordance with relevant legislation including 
Council’s Development Control Plan. Where trees removals are supported, when appropriate, 
conditions are applied to replace trees having regard to the species, size and quantity depending 
on site constraints. Alternatively, trees may be replaced as part of an approved landscape plan. 

Trees proposed for removal through the permits system are subject to industry-standard 
arboricultural assessment to determine the level of risk they pose to people and property. Tree 
removal is only approved where other mitigation measures cannot adequately control the risk 
posed by the tree. Tree removal permits detail replacement requirements, which are generally for 
an equal number of trees of the same species as those removed.  

Where trees proposed for removal are identified as threatened species or comprising a threatened 
ecological community, additional assessment and replacement conditions are required that aim to 
prevent and offset loss of biodiversity. This is administered and determined by the Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water through a Threatened Species Licence 
approval process. 

Council faces a number of challenges in halting the decline of tree canopy on private lands, the 
main drivers of which are: 

• Intensifying development leading to tree removals and reduced suitable space for 
replacement trees; 

• The difficulty of deterring and enforcing replacement of illegal tree removals; 

• Council’s insurers’ low risk appetite resulting in tree removal permits being issued where 
lesser mitigation measures may be adequate; and 

• State government legislation/policies allowing tree removals without Council approval.  

 

SUMMARY 

Council regulates tree removal on private land via Development Applications (DAs) and tree 
permits, but cannot intervene when removals occur via Complying Development.  

DA‑based removals must comply with legislation and Council’s DCP, and often include 
replacement requirements. Permit‑based removals depend on arboricultural risk assessments 
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and are only approved when no lesser mitigation is viable, with replacement trees typically 
matching removed ones . 

Threatened species trigger further assessment and offsetting requirements via a Threatened 
Species Licence.  

The main challenges Council faces in reversing the decline of canopy on private land are 
intensifying development, enforcement gaps, insurer risk aversion, and State laws allowing 
removal without Council oversight. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the Committee notes the information provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sybylla Brown 
Natural Areas Program Leader 

 
 
 
 
Shaun Garland 
Manager Development Assessment Services 

 
 
 
 
Michael Miocic 
Director Development & Regulation 

 
 
 
 
Andrew Watson 
Director Strategy & Environment 
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INFORMATION ON THE CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To provide newly appointed members of the Environment 
Advisory Committee with information on their duties 
under Council’s Code of Conduct.  

  

BACKGROUND: 
All Committee members are required to abide by 
Council’s Code of Conduct.  

  

COMMENTS: The Code of Conduct (see Attachment A1) establishes 
rules around general conduct, dealing with pecuniary 
and non-pecuniary interests and personal benefits, and 
access to information and Council resources. 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That the Committee notes the information provided. 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To provide newly appointed members of the Environment Advisory Committee with information on 
their duties under Council’s Code of Conduct.   
 

BACKGROUND 

All Committee members are required to abide by Council’s Code of Conduct. 
 

COMMENTS 

The Code of Conduct (see Attachment A1) establishes rules around general conduct, dealing with 
pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests and personal benefits, and access to information and 
Council resources.  
 

SUMMARY 

The Code of Conduct establishes rules around general conduct, dealing with pecuniary and non-
pecuniary interests and personal benefits, and access to information and Council resources. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
A. That the Committee notes the information provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sybylla Brown 
Natural Areas Program Leader 

 
 
 
 
Christopher M Jones 
Manager Governance and Corporate Strategy 

  
 
 
Attachments: A1 Ku-ring-gai Council Code of Conduct v5  2025/197172 

  
  



ATTACHMENT NO: 1 - KU-RING-GAI COUNCIL CODE OF 
CONDUCT V5 

 ITEM NO: GB.2 
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FAMILIARISATION WITH THE TERMS OF  REFERENCE 
INCLUDING MEETING PROCEDURES 

 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To provide newly appointed members of the Environment 
Advisory Committee with information on the 
Committee’s Terms of Reference. 

  

BACKGROUND: The Environment Advisory Committee is governed by its 
Terms of Reference. 

  

COMMENTS: The Terms of Reference set out the role of the 
Committee, the Committee’s membership, delegations, 
voting arrangements, meeting arrangements, reporting 
structure, and Code of Conduct and confidentiality 
requirements.  

The Environment Advisory Committee’s Terms of 
Reference are contained within the Council Advisory and 
Reference Committee Guideline (see Attachment A1).  

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That the Committee notes the information provided.  
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To provide newly appointed members of the Environment Advisory Committee with information on 
the Committee’s Terms of Reference.  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Environment Advisory Committee is governed by its Terms of Reference. 
 

COMMENTS 

The Terms of Reference set out the role of the Committee, the Committee’s membership, 
delegations, voting arrangements, meeting arrangements, reporting structure, and Code of 
Conduct and confidentiality requirements.  
 
The Environment Advisory Committee’s Terms of Reference are contained within the Council 
Advisory and Reference Committee Guideline (see Attachment A1).  
 

SUMMARY 

The Terms of Reference set out the role of the Committee, the Committee’s membership, 
delegations, voting arrangements, meeting arrangements, reporting structure, and Code of 
Conduct and confidentiality requirements. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
A. That the Committee notes the information provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sybylla Brown 
Natural Areas Program Leader 

 
 
 
 
Christopher M Jones 
Acting Director Corporate 

  
 
 
Attachments: A1 Council Advisory and Reference Committee Guideline 2025  2025/159796 

  
  



ATTACHMENT NO: 1 - COUNCIL ADVISORY AND REFERENCE 
COMMITTEE GUIDELINE 2025 

 ITEM NO: GB.3 
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OVERVIEW OF THE GREEN GRID STRATEGY  

 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To provide the Committee with an overview of the Green 
Grid Strategy and discuss opportunities for the 
Committee to contribute to the development of the 
Implementation Plan.  

  

BACKGROUND: At the June 2025 Environment Advisory Committee 
meeting, the Committee identified the Green Grid 
Strategy as being an area of interest. Council is currently 
developing the Strategy’s Implementation Plan and the 
Committee may serve as an avenue of consultation on 
the Plan.  

  

COMMENTS: Following the adoption of the Green Grid Strategy in 
June the next steps for implementation include 
commencement of community engagement. This report 
provides an overview of the proposal. 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That the Committee notes the information provided.  
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To provide the Committee with an overview of the Green Grid Strategy and discuss opportunities 
for the Committee to contribute to the development of the Implementation Plan.   
 

BACKGROUND 

At the June 2025 Environment Advisory Committee meeting, the Committee identified the Green 
Grid Strategy as being an area of interest. Council is currently developing the Strategy’s 
Implementation Plan and the Committee may serve as an avenue of consultation on the Plan. The 
Action and Implementation Plan provides specific actions for implementing the projects identified 
in the Green Grid. This includes resourcing and funding implications. 
 

COMMENTS 

Following the adoption of the Green Grid Strategy at the June OMC, the next steps for 
implementation include commencement of community engagement post phase one public 
exhibition. 
 
The second phase will involve more targeted consultation on a ward-by-ward basis (moving from 
south to north) to further refine the proposed routes and inform the Action and Implementation 
Plan. 
 
This will involve targeted communication between staff and the community, meeting in local parks, 
outside train stations or in local centres to discuss how people get around their suburb and where 
they would like to see improved access to make their journey more comfortable. People will have 
the opportunity to mark-up maps and highlight where they walk and what their favourite walks are.  
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Finalisation and prioritisation of routes will be a collaborative process driven by community 
engagement with the community, stakeholders, neighbouring Councils and First Nations advisors - 
to determine the most feasible and desirable locations for improving walking and cycling trips. The 
draft routes will be formalised and prioritised as an iterative process. This will include further on-
ground examination of proposed routes with those that contribute to multiple layers - hydrology, 
ecology, biodiversity, cultural amenity and accessibility - allocated the highest priority rating. 
 
The finalised Action and Implementation Plan will include a breakdown of the location of the routes 
in priority order and the associated infrastructure required to enhance the route (specific actions). 
Responsible teams will be assigned, including timeframes for delivery and funding mechanisms. 
 
The Ku-ring-gai Green Grid Strategy working group meets on a quarterly basis to manage the 
implementation of the strategy and would welcome any feedback on this proposed community 
engagement approach. 
 

INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING 

Outcome 3: 
Infrastructure and assets support community needs 
 

Community Strategic Plan 
Strategy 

Delivery Program 
Term Achievement 

Operational Plan  
Action 

A2: Provide, upgrade and 
maintain open space, 
recreation and sporting 
facilities to meet the needs of 
current and future user groups 
and a growing population. 

A2.1: A program is 
implemented to provide, 
improve and maintain open 
space, recreation and sporting 
facilities including multi-use 
facilities. 

A2.1.10: 
Progress preparation of the 
Green Grid Strategy consistent 
with Council's Local Strategic 
Planning Statement (LSPS). 
 

 

GOVERNANCE MATTERS 

The State Government of NSW has in place several mechanisms to ensure that access to green 
space and enhanced biodiversity across the state is increased. Premier’s Planning Priorities, The 
Greater Sydney Region Plan: A Metropolis of Three Cities, and the North District Plan all include 
objectives relating to increasing canopy cover and improving walking and cycling connections. The 
preparation of the Ku-ring-gai Green Grid Strategy is a requirement of the Local Strategic 
Planning Statement (LSPS) to facilitate the delivery of these objectives. 
 
Strategic planning of the Green Grid in the Council area is driven by the Ku-ring-gai Community 
Strategic Plan 2038 and Council’s Operational Plan and Delivery Program. Community Strategic 
Plans are required by all Councils in NSW under the Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) 
Framework. 
 

RISK IMPLICATION STATEMENT 

The production of the Green Grid Strategy document has managed risk through ongoing cross-
discipline reviews, and well-managed internal resourcing. A working group has been engaged with 
regular review meetings with collation of internal feedback utilised to develop the documents.  
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The implementation of the strategy will be subject to risk assessments carried out by the relevant 
department prior to conducting any work 
 

SOCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The implementation of the Green Grid network will have a range of social benefits, including: 
 
• Social connection. As a part of the Urban Forest, these spaces improve social connection; 

they offer a sense of place and support community interaction through events, festivals and 
passive daily interaction. Parts of the urban forest can become closely linked with people’s 
identities and sense of place.  

• Community cohesiveness. Studies have also shown that green space in major Australian 
cities is unevenly distributed, with less green space in areas with a higher proportion of low-
income residents. Improving the distribution of green space and urban forests in Ku-ring-gai 
may foster improved community cohesiveness and a sense of shared identity across the City. 

• Health benefits by improving the opportunities for walking and cycling which form part of an 
active healthy lifestyle 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The contribution of green infrastructure to ecosystem services is significant. These services 
include air and water filtration, shade, habitat for animals, oxygen production, carbon 
sequestration, and nutrient cycling. Add to this the connection that the urban forest and green 
infrastructure provides between nature and people, and it’s clear that trees and vegetation have a 
crucial role as part of an urban landscape. From the native fauna species that have improved 
access to food and shelter, to community members who have enhanced recreational opportunities 
and water and air quality, to individual property owners who have a more comfortable environment 
and often increased property resale value – all benefit from a robust and extensive urban forest 
supported by green infrastructure. 
 
The environmental benefits of the green grid include: 
 
• Greenhouse gas mitigation and reduction; 
• improved air quality; 
• water cycling and erosion mitigation; 
• biodiversity; and 
• reduction of the urban heat island effect. 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Community engagement is fundamental to achieving sustainability and biodiversity goals. We need 
to work with the community to ensure our target areas are the right locations for achieving well-
being for residents and our environment. An engaged community supports stewardship an 
investment in the environment. 
 
Public exhibition of the draft strategy document formed the first phase of our community 
engagement. Now the Strategy is adopted, we will undertake more targeted consultation on a 
ward-by-ward basis to further refine the proposed routes and inform the action and 
implementation plan. 
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This will involve targeted communication between staff and the community, meeting in local parks 
to discuss how people get around their suburb and where they would like to see improved access 
to make their journey more comfortable. 
 

INTERNAL CONSULTATION 

A working group from multiple departments across Council was established at the 
commencement of the project and has met regularly to review the progress of the Strategy. 
 

SUMMARY 

The development of the Ku-ring-gai Green Grid Strategy has been an intensely collaborative 
process involving internal and external stakeholders, and the community. The resulting finalised 
strategy is the culmination of extensive research and best practice examples which will provide the 
most beneficial outcomes for the LGA.  
 
The next steps are to develop and prioritise finalised routes through engagement and 
collaboration. Feedback from the committee regarding the proposed approach and any additional 
opportunities would be welcomed.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the Committee notes the information provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sybylla Brown 
Natural Areas Program Leader 

 
 
 
 
Fleur Rees 
Senior Landscape Architect 

 
 
 
 
Emily Jacobsson 
Student Urban Planner 

 
 
 
 
Jacob Sife 
Manager Environment and Sustainability 
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ALIGNING NATIONAL EMISSIONS TARGETS & POLICY 
WITH THE PARIS AGREEMENT - LETTER TO THE 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 

 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To recommend Council write to the Australia’s Climate 
Change Minister, Environment Minister and Prime 
Minister urging for updated national targets and policy 
that firmly align with the Paris Agreement’s emissions 
reduction objectives. 

  

BACKGROUND: The Australian Government is due to submit its updated 
national emissions targets (Nationally Determined 
Contributions - NDCs) in September 2025. Therefore, 
there is an opportunity to urge the Government to 
commit to credible targets and policy that are consistent 
with the Paris Agreement objective of limiting global 
heating to 1.5OC. 

  

COMMENTS: Australia is a signatory to the Paris Agreement which 
requires a commitment to keep global heating well 
below 2OC, and pursue efforts to limit global heating to 
1.5OC. However, Australian National policy and targets 
are currently aligned with up to 3OC of global heating, 
which the science makes clear would be a catastrophic 
outcome for Australia. As the carbon budget for 1.5OC of 
global heating is close to exhausted, and only 5 years 
remain in this critical decade, there is an urgent need for 
national emissions policies to be firmly aligned with 
credible 1.5OC pathways. 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That Council write to Australia’s Climate Change 
Minister, Environment Minister and Prime minister 
urging the adoption of science based and credible 
national emissions targets and policy that are firmly 
aligned with the objectives of the Paris Agreement. 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To recommend Council write to the Australia’s Climate Change Minister, Environment Minister and 
Prime Minister urging for updated national targets and policy that firmly align with the Paris 
Agreement’s emissions reduction objectives.  
 

BACKGROUND 

Australia is a signatory to the 1.5OC (Net Zero) objectives of the Paris Agreement and Ku-ring-gai 
Council’s Climate Change Policy commits Council to these objectives. However, Australia’s 
national emissions trajectory and policy settings are currently aligned with up to 3OC of global 
heating (Climate Action Tracker 2025). 

 
As the Australian Government is due to submit updated national emissions targets to the UNFCCC 
secretariat in September, there is the opportunity for Council to call for the updated targets to be 
aligned with the Paris Agreement objectives and credible emissions pathways for limiting global 
heating to 1.5OC. 
 

A letter to the Prime minister and relevant ministers should address the urgency of committing to 
updated targets/policy and the requirements for ensuring those targets/policies are science based 
and credible.  

Urgency 

As the carbon budget for 1.5OC of global heating is close to exhausted, and only 5 years remain in 
this critical decade, there is extreme urgency for national emissions targets and policy to be firmly 
aligned with credible 1.5OC pathways. 

Any delay would be an inexcusable failure by the government to protect Australian’s from 
catastrophic climate change impacts.  
 
Science Based Credible Targets and Policy 
As noted in pathways published by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) and Australia’s Climate Change Authority (CCA), only targets and 
policies that meet the following criteria are considered science based and credible for Australia to 
fulfill its responsibilities under the Paris Agreement.  

• National targets for 2030, 2035 and 2040 that align with a 1.5OC carbon budget.   
• Sector targets for gross emissions reductions (ie. real emissions reductions before 

accounting for offsets) that follow pathways consistent with 1.5OC carbon budget.  
• An immediate phase down on the extraction of fossil fuels, with a ban on approvals for new, 

extended, or expanded fossil fuel extraction projects. 
 
 

COMMENTS 

This report includes references to the following papers and reports.  
 
Climate Action Tracker (2025) Australia Climate Action Tracker Summary 
https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/australia/ 
 

https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/australia/
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Insurance Council of Australia (2024). Insurance Catastrophe Resilience Report. 
https://insurancecouncil.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/21100_ICA_Catastrophe-
Report_Print-2024_Final-spreads.pdf 
 
Armstrong McKay D I, Staal A, Abrams J F, Winkelmann R, Sakschewski B, Loriani S, Fetzer I, 
Cornell S E, Rockström J, Lenton T M (2022) Exceeding 1.5°C global warming could trigger 
multiple climate tipping points. Science. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.abn7950 
 
CSIRO (2024) Understanding the risks to Australia from global climate tipping points. 
https://doi.org/10.25919/dts9-5478 
 
Bergstrom DM, Wienecke BC et al. (2021). Combating ecosystem collapse from the tropics to the 
Antarctic. Global Change Biology 27(9): 1692-1703. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.15539 
 
Biodiversity Council (2025) Key actions needed to respond to South Australia’s catastrophic toxic  
algal bloom. https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/resources/key-actions-needed-SA-toxic-algal-
bloom 

 
 
INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING 

 
Outcome 1: Our unique natural environment is protected and enhanced 
 

Community Strategic Plan 
Strategy 

Delivery Program 
Term Achievement 

Operational Plan  
Action 

E2: Support the community to 
transition to net zero 
emissions. 

E2.1: Our community is 
effectively informed and 
engaged in activities that are 
reducing Ku-ring-gai’s 
emissions towards Net 
Zero. 

E2.1.1: Support the community 
in reaching net zero emissions 
by 2040 or earlier. 
E2.1.2: Identify opportunities to 
support the uptake of low and 
zero emission vehicles 
within the community. 

GOVERNANCE MATTERS 

There are crucial policy levers for climate mitigation and resilience, that Council does not control, 
and which can only be leveraged through policy, legislation and regulation at National and State 
levels. As climate change continues to impact current and future generations of Ku-ring-gai 
residents, there is an imperative for Council to advocate for National and State policy measures 
that firmly align with the Paris Agreement’s 1.5OC (Net Zero) objective.  

 
RISK IMPLICATION STATEMENT 

Regarding the recommendations in this report, there are risk implications around the urgency and 
escalating consequences, that are outlined in the section on Social and Environmental 
Considerations, below.  
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

NA 

 

https://insurancecouncil.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/21100_ICA_Catastrophe-Report_Print-2024_Final-spreads.pdf
https://insurancecouncil.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/21100_ICA_Catastrophe-Report_Print-2024_Final-spreads.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.abn7950
https://doi.org/10.25919/dts9-5478
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.15539
https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/resources/key-actions-needed-SA-toxic-algal-bloom
https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/resources/key-actions-needed-SA-toxic-algal-bloom
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SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Communities across Ku-ring-gai are experiencing the impacts of Climate change now. With 
extensive urban bushland throughout the LGA, many households are vulnerable to bushfire and 
damage from storms. Every fire and storm season the threat to households is escalating and the 
Climate Council estimates 25% of Ku-ring-gai homes will end up at a high or moderate risk from 
climate driven hazards, based on existing climate action commitments, globally. The NSW climate 
modelling project (NARCLIM) anticipates that severe weather fire days would double under its high 
emissions scenario, while the Sydney metropolitan area would see the number of days in the year 
above 35OC, increase by 20 days. 
 
This increasing risk of heat stress affects vulnerable community members who may be living in 
older homes that are poorly insulated and where financial barriers make installing air conditioning 
difficult.  
 
For households, these impacts compound when taking into account the consequences of a) rising 
insurance costs, and b) higher energy costs in older, energy inefficient and thermally inefficient 
housing.  
 
Extreme weather events in the past 10 years have already inflicted huge social, environmental and 
economic losses for communities around Australia. Including losses from 2019-20 Black Summer 
Fires and the back-to-back floods in NSW between 2020-2025. Over three decades, extreme 
weather insurance costs as a portion of GDP have already tripled from 0.25% to 0.75% of GDP 
(Insurance Council of Australia 2024) – $2.1B to $4.5B in absolute terms. 
 
Climate Tipping Points 
 
As national policy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions remains aligned with 3OC of global heating, 
scientists have become increasingly alarmed at the possibility of climate tipping points being 
triggered (McKay et al. 2022). When a Climate Tipping Point is triggered, it leads to a sudden, 
uncontrollable and irreversible increase of global heating. For example, the collapse of some ice 
sheets are expected to push global heating beyond a level within our control, as the icesheet loss 
produces a feedback loop that amplifies heating within the climate system. The risk of tipping 
points being triggered rises with each fraction of degree, and the CSIRO has examined nine (9) 
climate tipping points where the assessed tipping point range includes global heating levels lower 
than 2OC for at least four (4) of these (see Figure 1 below). 
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Figure 1. Nine climate tipping points 

The risks from triggering a climate tipping point are compounded immensely, when considering 
that “Reaching a tipping point can trigger cascades of abrupt changes, trigger other tipping points” 
(CSIRO 2024). Furthermore, a climate tipping point often includes physical impacts beyond 
additional global heating. For example, the collapse of the Greenland ice sheet could see up to 7m 
of sea level rise impacting Australia. 
 
Ecosystem Collapse  
 
Increased pressure from extreme weather is already driving ecosystem collapse in Australia and 
the CSIRO reports that at least 19 ecosystems have been identified with a clear collapse profile 
(Bergstrom et al. 2021). The scale of the social and economic harm that can occur from mass 
ecosystem decline is currently being experienced in South Australia where an unprecedented 
marine heatwave has led to a toxic algal bloom over 4,500 km2 of the Great Southern Reef. Marine 
animals in the tens of thousands have washed up on local beaches and many more have perished 
below the surface, with divers describing the marine landscape as an underwater Chernobyl. The 
social, economic and environmental impacts are so great, that the South Australian government 
has urged for a national disaster be declared. A report by the Australian Biodiversity Council 
(Biodiversity Council 2025) states that without major action and accelerated decarbonisation 
efforts, “catastrophic algal blooms will become increasingly common in Australia’s coastal waters, 
impacting not just marine biodiversity but livelihoods, industries and communities.” 

 
COMMUNITY AND INTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Council’s Climate Change Policy was adopted following community and internal consultation and 
the recommendations in this report stem directly from the key principles and objectives of the 
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Policy. The Policy states that the Paris Agreement underpins Council’s emissions objectives and 
requires Council to pursue the following: 
 

Key principles from Council’s Climate Change Policy 
• Council will adopt an evidence-based approach in responding to climate change, 

regularly reviewing plans, strategies, and benchmarks to ensure they remain 
consistent with the most recent knowledge and best available science.  

• Council recognises effective mitigation of climate change requires action by all levels of 
government and by all sectors of the community.  

• Council will work with all levels of government to seek local, state and national climate 
mitigation and climate adaptation solutions that are informed by the current knowledge 
and best available science.  

 
Key Objectives from Council’s Climate Change Policy 

• To support the community in the goal of reaching net zero GHG emissions by 2040. 
Through the delivery of programs and initiatives that further community GHG emission 
reductions efforts.  

 

SUMMARY 

Australia is a signatory to the 1.5OC (Net Zero) objectives of the Paris Agreement and Ku-ring-gai 
Council’s Climate Change Policy commits Council to these objectives. However, Australia’s 
national emissions trajectory and policy settings are currently aligned with up to 3OC of global 
heating (Climate Action Tracker 2025). 

 
As the Australian Government is due to submit updated national emissions targets to the UNFCCC 
secretariat in September, there is the opportunity for Council to call for the updated targets to be 
aligned with the Paris Agreement objectives and credible emissions pathways for limiting global 
heating to 1.5OC. 
 

A letter to the Prime minister and relevant ministers should address the urgency of committing to 
updated targets/policy and the requirements for ensuring those targets/policies are science based 
and credible.  

 

As the carbon budget for 1.5OC of global heating is close to exhausted, and only 5 years remain in 
this critical decade, there is extreme urgency for national emissions targets and policy to be firmly 
aligned with credible 1.5OC pathways. 

 

Any delay would be an inexcusable failure by the government to protect Australian’s from 
catastrophic climate change impacts.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
A. That Council write to Australia’s Climate Change Minister, Environment Minister and Prime 

minister urging the adoption of science based and credible national emissions targets and 
policy, as outlined in this report, that are firmly aligned with the 1.5OC objectives of the Paris 
Agreement. 
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B. That Council issue the letter as soon as possible, noting that it is subject to Council 
endorsement.  

 
 
 
 
 
Peter Vun 
Program Leader – Energy Management and 
Net Zero Strategy 

 
 
 
 
Jacob Sife 
Manager Environment and Sustainability 

  
 
  
  



 

Environment Advisory Committee - 11 August 2025 GB.6 / 119 
   
Item GB.6 S14696 

 

20250811-EAC-Crs- /119 

 

OVERVIEW OF COUNCIL'S ENVIRONMENTAL 
VOLUNTEERING PROGRAMS 

 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To provide the Committee with an overview of Council’s 
environmental volunteering programs. 

  

BACKGROUND: At the June 2025 meeting of the Environment Advisory 
Committee, the Committee identified community 
environmental education and engagement as an area of 
interest. The Committee requested that staff provide an 
overview of existing environmental volunteering 
programs.  

  

COMMENTS: Ku-ring-gai Council offers a diverse array of 
environmental volunteering programs, including 
Bushcare, Streetcare, Parkcare, Treecare, Trailcare, 
Streamwatch, and the Environmental Programs 
Nursery.  

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That the Committee notes the information provided.  
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To provide the Committee with an overview of Council’s environmental volunteering programs.  
 

BACKGROUND 

At the June 2025 meeting of the Environment Advisory Committee, the Committee identified 
community environmental education and engagement as an area of interest. The Committee 
requested that staff provide an overview of existing environmental volunteering programs. 
 

COMMENTS 

Council partners with local residents to preserve, maintain and monitor Natural areas through our 
Bushcare, Streetcare, Parkcare, Treecare, Trailcare, Streamwatch and Community Nursery 
programs. 
 
Bushcare 
 
Bushcare is a community volunteer program where residents work with Council to conserve and 
rehabilitate Council-managed natural bushland. Ku-ring-gai Council’s Bushcare program was 
established in 1989 in response to the activism of the Bushland Management Working Party 
(BMWP) community group. The BMWP wrote Ku-ring-gai’s first bushland plan of management and 
educated the then Parks staff in science of ecology until staff with appropriate qualifications were 
employed. Ku-ring-gai has one of the longest running Bushcare programs in NSW.  Volunteer 
numbers ballooned in the early 90’s following devastating bushfires in the area.  Although 
numbers have since dropped, there are currently approximately 500 volunteers actively involved 
on 80 sites (approx. 40 group and 40 individual sites).  
 
Streetcare 
 
Streetcare aims to preserve and protect remnant vegetation on road verges. Established in 2005, 
Streetcare formalised work that was already being undertaken by residents and supported 
volunteers with training and resources. A recent audit of Streetcare sites led to the termination of 
some sites due to safety concerns and/or inactivity. Some sites that can be adequately supported 
as Verge Gardens were reclassified such. Eleven Streetcare sites remain active, cared for by 
approximately 55 volunteers.  
 
Parkcare 
 
Parkcare is about enhancing our parks in an environmentally sensitive manner while remaining 
sensitive to the Parks character, heritage, and amenity. Established in 2005, there are currently 14 
volunteers actively involved on 5 sites.  
 
Treecare 
 

In April 2024, Council’s Delivery Program/Operational Plan was revised to include a new task: 
‘Develop and implement a volunteer based Treecare program to assist in the protection, 
enhancement and monitoring of selected indigenous canopy trees in key locations’. A range of 
delivery strategies were considered. The following activities were considered not suitable for 
Treecare: 
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• Giving trees to residents – not a volunteer program 

• Private land conservation/tree retention – not a volunteer program 

• Bush regeneration – Bushcare and professional programs address this need 

• Residents planting street trees – complexities around logistics, species selection, and risk  

• Broad-scale data collection – a volunteer program less effective & efficient than a (well 
designed) citizen science program  

• Individuals/groups caring for specific established trees over medium/long term – healthy 
trees don’t require care; trees in poor health require interventions that involve specialised 
equipment and knowledge – not feasible for a volunteer program 

Three activities were identified as suitable and are currently being implemented: 

• Treecare Parks Program – A short-term group-based program scheduled to suit kids 
completing Duke of Ed community service. Working in a single park to plant trees and 
habitat islands, mitigate threats to established trees, and collect tree data. Six students are 
volunteering in this program this school term.  

• Treecare Guardians Program – Individuals local to new street tree plantings are recruited 
to care for and monitor their tree during its establishment period. Council is currently 
recruiting Treecare Guardians local to upcoming street tree plantings in North Turramurra.  

• Treecare Community Planting Days – One-off tree and vegetation planting events catering 
to organised groups as well as individuals.  

Trailcare 
 
Established 2019 following Council’s consultation with Mountain bike riders at Warrimoo Downhill 
Track. During COVID the numbers of informal Mountain bike tracks ballooned, and a handful of 
dedicated mountainbiking facilities were established by Council in an effort to redirect track 
construction activity away from environmentally sensitive and hazardous areas. At its peak there 
were over 70 active Trailcare volunteers engaged in the maintenance of bike tracks. Today the 
numbers are much reduced, with a small dedicated group of volunteers caring for Warrimoo 
Downhill and Jubes MTB Park.  
 
Streamwatch 
 
Streamwatch enables community volunteers to monitor our waterways, providing early warning of 
contamination and collecting valuable data to support research and inform management of our 
waterways. In 2021, the Ku-ring-gai Bushcare Association was successful in obtaining a Ku-ring-
gai Council Environmental Levy Grant to purchase a streamwatch kit. Council has since 
established 5 Streamwatch groups across the LGA, supported by 24 volunteers.  
 
Environmental Programs Nursery 
 
The Environmental Programs Nursery shares the old nursery facilities at 430 Mona Vale Road with 
other departments. The Environmental Programs Nursery produces provenance indigenous plants 
for use in the Care programs and community events. The nursery also maintains ex situ collections 
of two threatened species, supporting translocation projects to improve the genetic diversity of 
wild populations. A total of 20 volunteers work on a roster system to assist with propagation and 
care of nursery stock.  
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SUMMARY 

Over 500 volunteers are engaged in Ku-ring-gai Council’s environmental volunteering programs, 
including Bushcare, Streetcare, Parkcare, Treecare, Trailcare, Streamwatch, and the 
Environmental Programs Nursery.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the Committee notes the information provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sybylla Brown 
Natural Areas Program Leader 

 
 
 
 
Lindy Williams 
Environmental Volunteering Programs 
Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
Jacob Sife 
Manager Environment and Sustainability 
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DETERMINATION OF PRIORITY ITEMS FOR THE 
CURRENT TERM OF THE COMMITTEE 

 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To provide the Committee with the opportunity to discuss 
and determine priority items to be progressed or dealt 
with during the current term of the Committee.  

  

BACKGROUND: The Committee’s Terms of Reference provides the 
Committee’s scope. 

  

COMMENTS: Committee members may discuss Council plans, 
policies, and initiatives etc. to determine which they 
would like the Committee to focus its efforts on during 
the current term.  

Staff have summarised some areas of interest identified 
during the June 2025 Committee meeting and suggested 
opportunities for the Committee to have influence in 
these areas (see Attachment A1).  

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

(Refer to the full Recommendation at 
the end of this report) 

That the Committee notes the information provided.  
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To provide the Committee with the opportunity to discuss and determine priority items to be 
progressed or dealt with during the current term of the Committee.   
 

BACKGROUND 

The Committee’s Terms of Reference provides the Committee’s scope. 
 

COMMENTS 

Committee members may discuss Council plans, policies, and initiatives etc. to determine which 
they would like the Committee to focus its efforts on during the current term. 
 
Staff have summarised some areas of interest identified during the June 2025 Committee meeting 
and suggested opportunities for the Committee to have influence in these areas (see Attachment 
A1). 
 

SUMMARY 

Committee members may discuss Council plans, policies, and initiatives etc. to determine which 
they would like the Committee to focus its efforts on during the current term. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
A. That the Committee notes the information provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sybylla Brown 
Natural Areas Program Leader 

 

  
 
 
Attachments: A1 Rationalised options for priority focus areas for first term of 

Environment Advisory Committee 
 2025/243508 

  
  



ATTACHMENT NO: 1 - RATIONALISED OPTIONS FOR PRIORITY FOCUS AREAS FOR FIRST TERM OF 
ENVIRONMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 ITEM NO: GB.7 
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